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1.
As you are aware, the Department of Veterans Affairs, as well as other governmental oversight agencies, have intensified their scrutiny as it relates to laboratory safety and security procedures. In turn, we have reviewed and continued to update research wide policies and procedures as applicable.

2.
One area that has been identified for improvement is laboratory work involving blood and blood products. In some instances, we have noticed that this work is being conducted outside of a biological safety cabinet.

3.
According to the CDC/NIH, 4th Edition, Biosafety in Microbiological and Biomedical Laboratories, Biosafety Level 2 is appropriate when work is conducted with any human-derived blood, body fluids, tissues or primary human cell lines where the presence of an infectious agent may be unknown.  Additionally, procedures with aerosol or high splash potential that may increase the risk of personnel exposure must be conducted in primary containment equipment or in devices such as biological safety cabinets or safety centrifuge caps. Other primary barriers should be used as appropriate such as splash shields, face protection, gowns and gloves.

4.
Our expectation is that we have 100% compliance in this area. If your laboratory does not have a BSC, you may utilize those located in common resource rooms (i.e. 1C208). In terms of transporting the samples to the common resource rooms, please place the primary container inside a sealed plastic BIOHAZARD BAG.

5.
We certainly appreciate your assistance. If you have any questions, please contact me at x25691 or Dr. Deanne Lathers, x25762.

Nick G. Guzzi

